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the Ural, that probably these precious stones might be found in 
the gold sand of that range, and he and his companions directed 
their attention to that point. Though they did not succeed in 
finding diamonds, these stones were discovered at that time at 
Bissersk (about 58° 30' N. lat), by Count Polier, in the gold- 
sand of this washing establishment. Two years later Mr, Major, 
or as he is called in Siberia, Mr. Mesher, an English engineer, 
who has made several steam-engines for the mines of Siberia, and 
is himself in possession of an establishment for washing gold-sand, 
in the neighbourhood of Yekaterinburg, discovered also two dia- 
monds on his estate. Only small stones have been found, as far 
as is known ; and up to July, 1833, their number amounted only 
to 37. 

Professor Rose's book contains a detailed account of the mines 
in the Altai mountains, which we omit, as the most important in- 
formation it contains has been made known by other travellers. 
We shall only observe, that he gives also an interesting account of 
the manufacture of Koliwansk, where vases and other elegant 
pieces of furniture are made, in different kinds of porphyry, 
granite, and avanturine. 



Accompanying the work is an improved map of part of 
Northern Asia, between the limits of 51° and 60° N. lat. and 47° 
and 69° E. long., on the scale of ^^^^-j^^^, or 2 J inches to a degree, 
and various geological sections. 



VI. — Travels in Arabia. 1, In the province of ' Oman ; 2, The 
Peninsula of Sinai ; S , Along the shores of the Red Sea. By 
Lieutenant Wellsted, Indian Navy, F. R. S. 2 vols. 8vo. 
London. 1837. Murray. 

During the last twenty years, the government of India have 
slowly but steadily been carrying forward a series of maritime 
surveys that do honour to the munificent spirit of the East India 
Company, who directed them, and to the zeal and perseverance 
of the officers of the Indian navy who have been selected to carry 
them into execution. We are far from implying that it is only 
during this period that the hydrography of those shores has been 
alluded to ; on the contrary, the earliest records of the India- 
House bear abundant testimony to the constant and lively interest 
taken by the Directors in the improvement of the charts and 
navigation of the Indian Seas : but it is especially during the last 
twenty years that the surveys of the Persian Gulf, the shores of 
the Red Sea, the examination of Socotra and of the southern 
coast of Arabia, have been carried into execution, and have, in 
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some measure, given rise to the. volume before us. Lieutenant 
Wellsted, of the Indian navy, well known to all the readers of 
this journal * as one of the greatest contributors to its pages, has 
been for upwards of ten years attached to the survey now carrying 
on of the shores of Arabia, and in which he himself has taken an 
active part ; yet, not content with the daily routine of the survey, 
he has invariably profited by every opportunity of endeavouring 
to penetrate into the interior — of gleaning information respecting 
the natural history and statistics of the country, of the manners 
and customs of the various Arab tribes that people its coast, and 
occasionally has been very successful in exploring remains 
possessing much antiquarian interest. 

Burckhardt, Niebuhr, and Bruce have made us acquainted 
with the western parts of Arabia, as the Hejaz and Yemen ; but 
of the provinces of Hadramaut, on the south, 'Oman on the east, 
and the north-eastern portion washed by the Persian Gulf, we 
had but very imperfect knowledge. 

The government of Bombay, desirous of obtaining some insight 
into the real extent of the power possessed by the Imam of 
Maskat, selected Mr. Wellsted as an officer qualified for so 
delicate a mission ; and being liberally provided with letters of 
introduction, instruments, presents, &c., he arrived at Maskat on 
the 21st November, 183.5, where he was very kindly received by 
the Imam, and furnished with every thing he could desire for his 
journey. Mr. Wellsted draws a very favourable portrait, and 
we believe deservedly so, of the sovereign of 'Oman. 

Quitting Maskat, our traveller went to Siir, thence to the en- 
campment of Beni Abu All, and to the distance of 120 miles in 
a south-west direction towards the sandy desert. Continuing his 
journey to the north-west, along a series of oases, in the parallel 
of 23° N., he ascended the heights of Jebel Ahhdar, rising 6000 
feet, and commanding a view of the Arabian Sea. Mr. Wellsted 
gives an interesting account of the tribes inhabiting this range, 
and his description of the descent in a southerly direction upon 
Nizzuwah is striking : — 

" Before us there rose from the centre of the valley a hill of a py- 
ramidal form, on whose summit stood a ruined tower of large dimensions 
and massive architecture, which is said, in latter years, to have served 
the purpose of a mosque ; but tradition asserts that it was also frequented 
as a place of worship by their Pagan ancestors. Following the direction 

* Mr. Wellsted has so liberally contributeil to the journal of the Geographical 
Society, that we cannot deny ourselves the gratification of giving a brief sketch of 
the whole of his travels, but which, being in English, we otherwise should not have 
noticed, our desire being rather to give analyses oi foreign geographical works not 
generally accessible to the English reader; and ceteris partbus selecting those 
published in Russia, Holland, Germany, and Spain, in preference to those published 
in the French language, which is familiar to nearly all our readers. — Ed. 
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of the western brow of the valley, we arrived at the suwmit of a pass, 
and thence obtained full view of the wild and savage glen beneath. 
Vines and terraced grounds extended for three or four miles from Shirfezi, 
and below patches of cultivated ground occur at intervals throughout 
its whole extent. 

" The lively green of these, joined to the glistening of some pools of 
water, formed a striking contrast with the sombre and shadowy line of 
the magnificent wall of rock which rose precipitously on either hand. 
It took us four hours to reach the bottom of the pass, whence the 
descent still continued to Birket el Moge, in no part exceeding a 
hundred paces in breadth ; and the overhanging mountains rise almost 
perpendicularly to the height of from 2000 to 3000 feet, affording an 
excellent opportunity of investigating the geological structure of the 
range, which consists of, — 1st, Alpine limestone; 2ud, old red sand- 
stone, with an occasional micaceous vein ; 3rd, alternately mica slate 
and granite. Large masses have been splintered from the sides of 
these rocks, blocking up the bed of the valley; a stream of water 
traverses the centre ; small hamlets, date groves, and patches of culti- 
vated ground, occur occasionally till we reached, after five hours, the 
village of Birket el Moge, situated at the gorge of the pass, where it 
opens out into the plain." — p. 1 52. 

Continuing his journey to the northward, Mr. Wellsted 
reached Obri on the 12th March, where he found, much to his 
regret, that any farther progress towards Der'ayyah, the capital 
of the Wahhabi's, and the original object of his journey, was im- 
possible, on account of the hostile state of the Arab tribes : he was 
therefore obliged to retrace his steps to Maskat. 

A detailed account of the manners, customs, and the different 
sects of Mohammedanism, with an account of a visit to the highly 
interesting ruins of Nakabul Hajar, about seventy miles from the 
southern coast, and a copy of some undeciphered inscriptions, 
believed to be in the Himarytic character,* closes the first 
volume. 

The second book contains a full account of the Peninsula of 
Mount Sinai, the shores of which, for the first time during this 
survey, have been correctly laid down on our maps. In his 
various journeys into the interior, Mr. Wellsted examined that 
remarkable phenomenon in the vicinity of Tor, called the Jebel 
Narkus, or Mountain of the Bell; the subject of the passage of 
the Red Sea by the Israelites is also touched upon, and the tyild 
and singular Gulf of Akaba is described. 

Mr. Wellsted has also had the good fortune to furnish a com- 
plete vindication of the truth of Bruce's observations alpiig the 

* Through the kindness of Dr. Brabant anil Mr. Yates, we have been enabled to 
forward cojiies of these inscriptions to Professor Gesenius, at Hallc, and to Professor 
Von Bohlrn, at Konigsberg, which if taken advantage of, will afford them occasions 
for distinguishing themselves, and of contributing largely to our itock of genera 
and geographical knowledge. 
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western coast of Arabia, and with that highly commendable 
feeling that should animate every traveller — to prove the truth of, 
and honestly to state, the observations of his predecessors in the 
same path — he has placed this subject in a prominent point of 
vieWj and triumphantly vindicated the memory of that courageous 
traveller Bruce. 

These volumes are accompanied by an excellent map of the 
province of 'Omdn, by Mr. John Arrowsmith, from routes and 
observations supplied by Mr. Wellsted. The narrative is written 
in an unpretending, straightforward, sailor-like style, and we 
trust its reception by the public may be an example to Mr. Well- 
sted's brother officers, whether of the Indian or Royal Navy, 
that the opportunities for observing, which are placed within their 
reach in the common course of naval service, if taken advantage of, 
will afford them occasions for distinguishing themselves, and of 
contributing largely to our stock of general and geographical 
knowledge. 

VII. — Ueber die Kawi-Sprache auf der Insel Java nebst einer 
Einleitung uber die Verschiedenheit des menschlichen Sprach- 
baues und ihren Einfluss auf die geistige Entwickelung des 
Menschengeschleds. Von Wilhelm von Humboldt. Erster 
Band. Berlin, 1836. 
[On the Kavi Language in the Island of Java, with an Introduction 
an the Varieties in the Structure of Human Languages, and 
their Influence on the Intellectual development of the Human 
Race. By William de Humboldt. First Vol.] Communicated 
by the Rev. G. C. Renouard. 
Of the many authors distinguished by various and profound 
learning who flourished in the seventeenth century, few attracted 
more notice in his own times, and none left behind him more 
honourable memorials of ability and industry, than Job Ludolph, 
who, when verging on the third age of man, resumed and perfected 
the studies of his youth ; and, at that advanced period of life, 
composed a series of works replete with stores, drawn from the 
most remote and varied sources ; nor have his works been yet 
superseded by the vast accumulation of knowledge acquired in 
the century and a half which have elapsed since his decease. But 
that which raises our admiration of Ludolph to the highest pitch, 
is the fact that these works were not compiled in the closet of a 
recluse devoted to learned and abstruse speculations, but the pro- 
ductions of a man constantly engaged in public business, as the 
minister of his sovereign, either at home or abroad ; one, in short, 
whose severer labours must all have been dedicated to the service 
of the State. There is perhaps no country in Europe where the 
ardour of a scholar and the application and sagacity of a poUtician 
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